
Arcuri Receives Farm Bureau Award

    

Washington, DC -- U.S. Representative Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica) today received the
American Farm Bureau’s “Friend of Farm Bureau” Award for his legislative record and support
of Upstate New York agriculture.

  

“I know first-hand how important local farms are to our economy and our community, and I am
honored to work on their behalf in Congress,” Arcuri said. “I worked with Republicans and
Democrats to make sure that the Farm Bill included price support so our dairy farmers can stay
in business and investments in our thriving apple and grape industries. Agriculture is the
number one industry in New York State, and I will continue to fight on behalf of local farmers
and rural communities.”

  

After working steadily to protect the interests of local farmers in reauthorization of the Farm Bill,
now law, Arcuri successfully expanded and improved the MILC program, the federal safety-net
for local dairy farmers, and secured increased funding for specialty crop growers, including local
vineyards and orchards.

  

“We’re very pleased to present this national Farm Bureau award that recognizes the
Congressman’s voting record in support of agriculture.  Congressman Arcuri’s strong interest in
the future of New York agriculture has enabled him to be an effective advocate for farmers. 
Both New York Farm Bureau and American Farm Bureau Federation thank him for his support,”
said John Lincoln, President of the New York Farm Bureau and member of the American
Farm Bureau Federation Board .

  

The “Friend of Farm Bureau” award is given at the end of each Congress to those members of
Congress who were nominated by their state Farm Bureaus and approved by the American
Farm Bureau Federation Board of Directors. This award is based upon voting records on priority
issues, number of bills sponsored and co-sponsored, specific leadership role on priority issues,
and how accessible and responsive the member is to Farm Bureau members and leaders.

  

With approximately 6,800 dairy farmers, New York ranks third in milk production nationwide.
 Under the Farm Bill, the MILC program will take into account feed costs as a factor in triggering
price support payments.  Rising feed costs, fueled by skyrocketing energy costs, are a
continuing strain on local dairy producers.  The MILC program’s new “feed cost adjuster” will be
based on the price of the main feed sources for local farmers. 
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The Farm Bill also raises the payment rate under the MILC program from 34 percent to 45
percent, greatly improving federal support for local farms during price fluctuations. The size of
herds covered by the program would be increased from 120 to 165 cows.

  

During House consideration of the Farm Bill last August, Arcuri was joined by fellow Upstate
representative Kristen Gillibrand (D-Hudson) in offering an amendment to the Farm Bill requiring
the MILC program to take feed and fuel costs into account when setting price supports. The
Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee agreed to work with Arcuri and Gillibrand during
conference negotiations to address the cost of production issue.

  

In addition to vital improvements in the MILC Program, fruit and vegetable producers have their
own place in the Farm Bill for the first time and will benefit from more than $1.3 billion for new
programs. The value of New York’s tree fruit and grape production totaled $329 million in 2006.
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